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side, because of its traditional prestige, would have an undue
effect on the modern side. Moreover, the value of a technical
school would be diminished unless it was closely associated with
the staff of a technical college and able to use the equipment of the
latter institution. For these reasons the report considered it
best for grammar and modern schools to exist and develop
independently, though there was some scope for experiment with
the multilateral idea.
The report envisaged secondary education under three forms,
grammar, technical, and modern, so that every child could receive
that kind of education for which he was fitted. As soon as the
national finances permitted, admission to both the grammar and
technical high schools should be on the basis of one hundred per
cent special places. "If parity of schools in the secondary stage, so
generally advocated by our witnesses, and regarded by us as essen-
tial, is to be established, payment of fees in one school and not in
another becomes incongruous." (P. 309.) The technical high
school would offer a five-year course to its pupils from eleven-plus,
and would thus be distinguished from the existing junior technical
school with a two- or three-year course from thirteen-plus. In view
of the difficulty of ascertaining at eleven-plus whether a child was
more fitted for a grammar than a technical high school or vice
versa, the curriculum of each type of school should be broadly of
the same character in the first two years. The technical high schools
should be housed in the premises of technical colleges or institutes,
and, although they would have their own headmasters, they would
secure the benefit of the teaching staff and special equipment of the
parent institution. "Whilst we do not recommend that every Junior
Technical School should as a matter of course be converted into a
Technical High School, we do consider that a generous provision
of such Technical High Schools should be made by the conversion
of existing schools and the establishment of new schools." (P. xxx.)
The technical high school should have its own leaving-examina-
tion. "We recommend that a new type of leaving certificate should
be established for pupils in Technical High Schools on the basis
of internal examinations founded on the school curriculum, and
subject to external assessment by assessors appointed or approved
by the Board of Education. . . . We recommend that these certifi-
cates should be given an equal standing with School Certificates
as fulfilling the first condition for Matriculation." (P. 373.) The
criticisms of the School Certificate examination have already been